PRAYER: COMING HOME TO GOD
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Answering God

|. Coming Home to God
A. GodCalls- Jeremiah 1:4-5
1. GodsendsHisword to us- He speaksto us
2. God knows who we are and wha we have done
3. God setsusapat for His purpose
4. God appoints usto do Hiswill
B. We Anawer - Jeremiah 1:6
1. We do notknow whéa to say - speechless
2. Wedo notknowwhat to do - faithless
3. Wedonotknowwhowe are - hopdess
C. GodRevedls- Jeremiah 1:7-8
1. Godrevedswhere we should go - direction
2. Godreveals wha we should say - word
3. Godreveastha Hewill bewith us- power
. Prayer
A. Learningto Listen to God
1. Movinginward - opening my heart to the presence of God
2. Moving upward - opening my head to the plansof God
3. Movingoutward - opening my handsto the power of God
B. Learningto Hear Wha Godis Saying
1. God speaking to me: intimacy
2. God speaking to my family: blessing
3. God speaking to my church: community
4. God spesking to my world: mission
C. Learningto Answer God - Eugene H. Peterson
Text - udngtheHoly Scriptures as our prayer book - especially the Psalms
Way - changing our way of thinking and doing to God®way of thinking and doing
Languaye- learning thelanguage of intimacy and relationship
Story - blending our story into God@story
Rhythm - entering into the movements of creation and covenant
Metaphor- usng wordsto describefeelingsand experiences
Liturgy - becoming apart of theworshipping community
Enemies - expressing our pan, hurt, sorrow and betrayal
. Memory - remembering theway God has answvered previousprayers
10 Endng - coming to thepoint when our prayersturn into praise
D. Learningto Pray
1. First Step: LovetheLord your Godwith al your heart - Mark 12:29-31
2. Second Step: Believe tha God rewardsthose who seek Him - Hebrews 11:6
3. Third Step: Be still and trugt in God - Psalm 46:10
4. Fourth Step: Rest in the power and presence of God - Matthew 11:28-30
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Prayer and Sin

. Sin
A. Our Chief Problem
1. Therootof mog of our troubles - pride, lug, greed
2. Thecause of many of ourillnessesandillusons
3. Theorigin of our separation and aienation from God
B. Expressionsfor Sin

1. Missingthemark - Romans3:23 9. Iniquity - Leviticus26:40

2. Crossingtheline- tranggressions- | Tim. 2214  10. Godlessness - | Peter 4:8

3. Failureto listen - disobedience - Heb. 2:2-3 11. Wickedness - Prov. 11:31
4. Failureto stand - Galatians6:1 12.Unbdief - Romans11:20

5. Failureto act - James 4:17 13. Unrighteousess - | John1:9
6. Failureto learn - Hebrews 9:7 14.Unjugness - Deut. 25:16

7. Failureto givein right measure- | Cor. 6:7 15.Unholiness - | Timothy 1:9
8

. Lawlessness - | John3:4
I1. TheDiscipline of Confession
A. Confession BringsSalvation- Romans10:9-10
1. Believing theword of God with heartsfull of faith
2. Releasing control of thislife to Jesus Christ
3. Surrendeing sdlf to the power of the Holy Spirit
4. Fulfillingthecall and purpo< of theHoly Spirit
B. Confession BringsForgiveness - | John1:9
1. God seesthefaithfulness and judice of Jesus Christ as a subditute for our lives
2. Godforgives usby theshed blood of Jesus Christ onthe Cross
3. God purifiesushby:
a Daily interaction with theHoly Spirit
b. Daily trials and struggles which test our faith
c. Daily temptationswhich promote our loydty and dependence on God
d. Daily disciplines which create a space for God to movein us
C. Confession BringsHealing - James 5:16
1. Learningto bebroken before others
2. Learningto share our repentance with others
3. Learningto wak in thelight before others
4. Learningto trug others
a. Conneting the present d. Believingthebest
b. Releasing the past e. Overcomingtheworst
c. Planningthefuture
5. Learningto share with others our weaknesses and failures
D. Effective Prayer
1. Prayer bringslightto the areas we have been sinning
2. Prayer bringsa sense of forgiveness when we have fallen
3. Prayer bringshedlingfor the hurts sin has inflicted
4. Prayer bringsa sense of newness and rightness
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Prayer and Faith

|. Holy Faith
A. TheReam of Faith
Greek - pidtis - strong conviction and dedication to Jesus Christ - Acts 3:16
Faith comes from hearing theword of God - Romans10:17
Faith isagift from God to each disciple - Romans12:3
Faith does notrest onthewisdomof theworld - | Corinthians2:5
Faith contnues to grow in thelife of thedisciple - 11 Corinthians10:15
Faith isashield to protect thedisciple - Ephesians6:16
Faith developsperseverance throughtesting - James 1:3
. Faith hdpsthedisciple overcome theworld - | John5:4
B. TheEffects of Faith
1. Therighteouswill live by faith - Hebrews 10:38;11
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a Abd@offering g. Joseph@ prophecy
b. Enoch@walk h. MosesCchoice
c. Noeh@ obalience i. Israel@ exodus
d. Abrahan@joumey j. Jericho®@walls
e. Isaac@ blessing k. Rahab@ hogitality
f. Jacob@blessing |. Cloudof witnesses

2. Thesalvation of oursouls by faith - | Peter 1:9
a. Surrendeingourlifeto God
b. Following JesusChrist as Lord and Savior
Il. Prayer and Faith
A. How We Relate to God
1. Faithisaset of dodrines, bdiefs and convictionsthat disciples hold true
2. Faithistrug and pesond commitment
3. Faith requires congant repentance to beactivated
4. Faith gives a confident assurance tha God will keep his promises
5. Faith produees experiences with aliving God that changethedisciple
B. Childish Ideas of Prayer - David Seamands
1. God cannotviolate His naure - James 1:13-17
2. God cannotviolate His own laws - Hebrews 13:8
3. God cannotviolate human freedom- Acts 9:4-5
C. How We Pray by Faith
Sometimes God gives a gift of faith for a certain season or event - | Cor 12:9
Sometimes God answers our prayers by sayingno - James 4:3
Sometimes God shows ushow to pray therightway - Romans8:26
Sometimes God allows usto wait untl therighttime - Galatians4:4
Sometimes God wants usto bestill and to wait uponHim - Psalm 46:10
Sometimes God wants usto grow in our faith - Acts 3:6
Sometimes God wants to reveal His glory through us- Acts 19:17
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Private Prayers

|. Dimendonsof Prayer

A. Prayer and Grace
1. Godcomesto usin Hiswisdomand undestanding
2. God creates a place for usto connect and interact with Him
3. God callsusto paticipaein thedivine convesation
*Prayer isthe natural outcome of a life dedicated to grace.

B. Prayer andDesire
1. We hdd our desires before God - congtioudy or uncongioudy
2. We mug learn to give ourselves completely into God® hands
3. We mug shift our thoughts from self to the crucified Christ
4. We mug stay before God until our hearts are clear of clutter
5. We mug abidein Christ - John15:7-8

C. Prayer and Experience- | Kings19:9b-18
1. Everyday we mug wait onthelLord - v.10
2. Everyday we mug expect the presence of God - v.11
3. Everyday we mug discern themanifestationsof God - w.11-13
4. Everyday we mug seek theface of God - v.14
5. Everyday we mug obey theword of God - w.15-18

Il1. Persond Devotions

A. Why Spend Time Alonewith God?- Luke 6:12
1. To know God - relate, commune share, trugt
2. Torespondto God@ presence - letting go
3. To enter into adialoguewith God
4. Tofind Godat work ontheingde of our heart
5. Tolisten to thedivine conveasation between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit

B. How should | pray? - Hebrews 4:15-16

1. Petitions 8. Confessions 15. Psalms

2. Thanksgiving 9. Intercessions 16. Hymnsand Songs
3. Silence 10.Tears 17. Contemplative

4. Praise 11.Laughter 18. Supplications

5. Thoughs 12.Flash Prayers 19. Requests

6. Emotions 13. Liturgical Prayers 20. Boldly

7. Groanings 14. Prayer Books

C. What will Private Prayer Do?- Ephesians6:18
1. Private prayer will changeus- will, emotions attitudes, feelings heart, mind & soul
2. Private prayer will empower us- holiness and godiiness
3. Private prayer will equip us- gifts and grace
4. Private prayer will move us- service and witness
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Public Prayers

|. Corporate Prayers
A. Old Testament Pattern of Prayer
1. Prayer, worship and praise connected togeher - Exodus3:1-12
2. Tabenacle and Temple prayer - Exodus30:1-38
a Basin- cleanangfromsin
b. Altar - place of sacrifice
c. Candles- lightandrevealing
d. Show bread - word of God
e. Incense - intercessions
f. Ark - thepresence of God
3. Morning and evening prayer - Psalm 88:1
4. Praising God seven timesaday - Psalm 119164
5. Comingtogeher to pray in aholy place - Isaiah 56:6-7
B. New Testament Patternsof Prayer
1. Jewish Prayer Times- Acts 3:1
a. Morning prayer - 9 AM
b. Midday prayer - 12noon
c. Evening prayer - 3PM
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2. Spesk to oneanother psalms, hymnsand spiritual songs- Ephesians5:19
3. Devote yourselves to prayer - watchful and thankful - Colossians4:2

4. Continuemeeting together for encouragement - Hebrews 10:19-25

C. Liturgica Prayer - developeal in the2nd Century
. Mattins(prime) - early morning prayer before dawn
Lauds- early morning praise - Psalm 145150
Terce - third hou - Qleveloped in the monastic traditionO
Sext - sixth hou - Qlay time prayersO
None- ninth hou - Qhird psalms each houtO
Vespe's - oldest office - evening prayer with psalms and hymns
. Compline- prayer before bedtime or at midnight
. Public and Prlvate Prayer
A. Godwants usto pray - pray withoutceasing - | Thessalonians5:17
1. Public - to encourage, comfort and strengthen one another
2. Private - to seek theLord with all our beng
B. Godspesksto usin prayer - Acts 13:1-3
1. Public - we can discern together theword of God
2. Private - we can beblessed by a persond touch of God
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C. Goduses public prayer to grow our corporate faith - I Corinthians14:18-19

1. Public - welearn tha we need each other in love, faith and hope
2. Private - we are made complete in God when we love oneanother
D. Godreveals public prayer astheorder of prayer for heaven - Revelation
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Transformation Prayers

I. From Glory to Glory
A. God Calls Usto Change- Il Corinthians3:18
1. Godwants usto repent of our sins- to turn around
2. Godwants usto follow JesusChrist - life of faith
3. Godwants usto grow in Christlikeness - restore theimage
4. Godwants usto mature our faith greater trus
B. We Mug Want to Change- Luke 18:35-43
1. We mug receive thegrace Godis giving to us
2. We mug embrace thetruth God isrevealing to us
3. Wemug livethelife Godis shaingwith us
C. Prayer HelpsUsto Change- Psaim 51
1. Prayer hdpsfocusourfaith in God aone
2. Prayer hdpsbring convictionto our hearts
3. Prayer hdpsopen our mindsto God®@Word
4. Prayer hdpsrestore our souls
I1. Prayers of Trandormation - changing from theingde out
Prayer of Relinquishment - surrendeingall to God - Luke 22:39-45
Prayer of Lament - revealing inne conflicts and struggles - Psalm 88:1-18
Prayer of Examinaion - usng Scripture to weigh thoughs and desires - Psalm 139
Covenant Prayer - committing to God®@will and God®@ways - Nehemiah 1:5-11
Formation Prayers - conforming to thelikeness of Christ - Ephesians1:15-23
1. Receive a Spirit of wisdomand revelation
2. Knowledgeof hopeand promise
3. Knowledgeof power and authority
I1l. Changing the Way We Think
A. TheThoughtProcess- Il Corinthians10:5-6
1. ThoughtCapture - What isthethough®
2. ThoughtEvaluation - Where did this thoughtcome from?
3. ThoughtChdlenge- How can | overcome this though?
4. ThoughtChange- How can | replace this thoudt?
5. ThoughtPrevention- How can | control this though®
B. Streams of Pogtive Thinking - Philippians4:8-9
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1. True 5. Lovdy

2. Noble 6. Admirable
3. Right 7. Excellent

4. Pure 8. Praisaworthy

C. TheMind of JesusChrist - | Corinthians2:10-16
1. We havereceived the Spirit of God - understanding
2. We spesk in wordstaughtby the Spirit - truth
3. We make judgments aboutall thingsby the Spirit - discernment
4. We have themind of Christ - revelation
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Intimacy Prayers

|. TheGreat Hous of Love

A.

B.

C.

Intimacy - knowing, living and abidingin the grace of God - John15:5-8
Discovering the grace of God - Ga spiritud treasureQ
Running to the mercy seat of God - (Beek and hideO
Undestanding the nature of God - Gnfleshing the goodnewsO
Untangling the consequences of life - ld is gone, new has comeO
Resting in the presence of God - Ghythms of trusO
Sharingin the sufferingsof Christ - Qpassion to pefectionO
. Enlarging the center of your life - Qiving and dying and livingO
Fecundlty bearing, growing and produangin the power of God - John15:5-8
1. Maturity in communication - our respon®
2. Maturity in contagion - our witness
3. Maturity in receptivity - our conviction
4. Maturity inlove- ourlives
Ecstasy - embracing, holding and overflowing in thejoy of God - John15:11
. Finding arefuge- singforjoy - Psaim5:11
Knowing the presence - fullness of joy - Psaim 16:11
Receiving thevictory - great joy - Psalm 21:1
Hiding in the shdter - shouts of joy - Psalm 27:6
Waiting for change- rgoicingin themorning - Psalm 30:5
Delightingin judice - joy and gladness - Psalm 35:27
Enteringthe hous of God - with joy - Psalm 42:4
Goingto thealtar - joy andddight- Psalm 43:4
. Returning to God - joy of solution- Psalm51:12
10 Coming hame to God - center of joy - Psalm 137:6
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I1. Prayers of Intimacy

A.

Contemplative Prayer - waiting for God - Psalm 46:10

B. Prayingthe Scripture - living the experience of God®Word - Luke 10:25-37
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Adoration - giving praise and thanksgiving - Psalm 103

. Sabbah Prayer - releasing the peace of God - Hebrews 4:9

Liturgical Prayer - finding thewordstha express our hearts - | Timothy 3:16
AbbaPrayers - revealing the deepest desires of our hearts - | Sanud 1:9-17
1. Praying withoutwords- Romans8:23
2. Prayingwith tears- Psalm 42:3
3. Prayingin tongues - | Corinthians14:14-15
4. Prayingunde stress - Mark 14:36

Oro come to the pleasure you have not you must go by away in which you enjoy nat.O
N St. Johnof theCross
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Ministry Prayers

Into the Neighbahood
A. Purpos of the Church - Acts 13:1-3
1. Ministry to thebodyof Christ N to build, equip, encourage and confort
2. Ministry to GodN to exalt, praise, adore, serve and worship
3. Ministry to theworld N to evangdize and disciple
B. Church and Prayer - Matthew 18:15-20
1. Pronounéngthewill of GodN bind andloose
2. Connetingin theHoly Spirit N unity
3. Gatheringtogether inthemids of Christ N called
a Called by Jesus Christ to walk together
b. Called outof darknessinto lightN revelation
c. Caled tobeapeople of GodN set apart
d. Called to beapeople of mercy N witness
e. Cdledtobeaholy priesthoodN prophetic intercession
C. Prayer andtheWorld - 1 Timothy 2:1-3
1. Christianspray for themselves to befaithful
2. Christianspray for leadersto bewise and diligent
3. Christianspray for the peace of all things
4. Christianspray for the second coming of Jesus Christ
D. Pattern For PrayerbMatthew 6:9-13
1. WorshipbGod® Name/KingdoniWill
2. RequestsbOur Phydgcal/Spiritud/Supenaural
3. PraisesDbGod® KingdomPower/Glory
Ministry Prayers
A. Salvation Prayers
1. Intercesson N standingin the gap for others - Matthew 16:19-20
2. HealingN bringing the healing power of Christ - James 5:13-18
3. Renewal B coming back to theKingdomof God - 2 Chronicles 7:14
4. ConfessonN releasing guilt, shame and judgment - 1 John1:19
5. ConvasionN receiving new lifein Jesus Christ - Acts 16:29-34
B. Guidance Prayers
1. PetitionN seeking from thehand of God - Matthew 7:7-8
2. Assurance N holding onto the Word of God - 1 John5:14-15
3. Faith N asking more of God than we are able - Mark 11:24
4. Endurance N waiting on God®@blessing and/or timing - Luke 18:1-8
5. Will N finding and doing God® perfect will - Romans12:1-2
C. Authoritative Prayers
Deliverance N confronting theevil in thisworld - Matthew 17:14-21
Prophdic N prodaiming truth and grace - Jude20
ldentification N bearing the burdens of others - Philippians3:10
PardonN forgiving peoplether sins- John20:22-23
BlessingDanointing people with God® grace and peaceDNunbers 6:24-26
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Pray Without Ceasing

. Unbroken Communion
A. Incarndiond Living
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Becoming a Christian who celebrates the grace of God - worship
Becoming a Christian who shows mercy and hope - sodal judice
Becoming a Christian who beriendslog people - evangdism
Becoming a Christian who nurtures others - discipleship
Becoming a Christian who engages theworld - missions
Becoming a Christian wholivesin truth - purpose

Becoming a Christian who multiplies theministry - reprodudion
. Becoming a Christian who listensand obeys God - prayer

B. Incarnatlond Witness

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Expressing our faith by our love for God and others

Expressing our faith by our obedience to Jesus Christ

Expressing our faith by our victory over sin

Expressing our faith by our endurance throughdifficult circumstances
Expressing our faith by our desire for holiness throughthe Spirit

C. Incarnaiond Presence

1.
2.
3.

God aroundus- CEvery bush is bumingO
Godinus- QAll lifeis preciousO )
God throughus - Gevery moment is divineO

I1. Unceasing Prayer
A. TheScriptura Mandae

.NoarONE

Pray always and donotlose heart - Luke 181

Rejoicein your hope be pdientin tribulation, be congant in prayer - Romans12:12
Pray in the Spirit at all times - Ephesians6:18

Devote yourselves to prayer, bengwatchful and thankful - Colossians4:2

Pray without ceasing - | Thessalonians5:17

Continudly offer asacrifice of praise - Hebrews 13:15

. Theprayer of arighteouspersonis powerful - James 5:16

B. Practl cal Steps

=

We mug place ourfaith in God - Hebrews 11:6

2. Wemug let goof any sininourlives - Psalm 66:18
3. We mug have the same attitudeas Christ - John 14:13
4. We mug discern thewill of God - James 4:2-3

5. We mug beled by theHoly Spirit - Romans8:26-27
6.
7
8
9.
1

We mug live in theforgiveness of God - Matthew 6:12-15

. We mug seek God with al we have - Luke 11:9
. We mug embrace corparate prayer - Matthew 18:19

We mug pray with perseverance - Ephesians6:12

0. We mug pray with authority - Luke 10:19



